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Using data for decision making

Using data helps to: 

• Identify areas of opportunity and 

challenges

• Place the question in the context

• Challenge assumptions

• Address opportunities and 

challenges



Obstacles in using data for 
decision making

• Many make decisions based on intuition

• Why is this?

• It can be hard to:

• Find “good” data

• Understand the meaning of data

• Present data

• Make use of data

• A resource to help you!!!
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• One-stop source

• Up-to-date, reliable, and 

unbiased data to:

–Document needs

–Track progress

– Inspire action

• Free resource

Resource: North Dakota Compass  

ndcompass.org



• Social indicators 

project

• Brought to ND, 

because communities 

are changing

• Modeled after 

Minnesota Compass

What is North Dakota Compass?



Funded by:

Major foundations

Membership program
• Sustaining memberships
• Champion memberships
• Supporting memberships
• Community memberships

Sponsorships

Special projects
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Curated collections of data 

Variety of ways to find data

What does ND Compass offer?



Provides appropriate graphics 

for each type of data: 

• To embed it in a word 

document or PowerPoint

• For a report, presentation, or 

grant proposal

What does ND Compass offer? 

Data ready to go in an user friendly format 



What does ND Compass offer? 

Reliable and updated data

Most recent 
available

Timely 
updates

From trusted 
sources

Can adapt to 
ND’s needs

Data



North
Dakota 
Compass 
Website: 

Let’s take 
a tour!

North Dakota Compass

ndcompass.org

http://www.ndcompass.org/
http://www.ndcompass.org/


• Project/program plan

• Monitor performance 

• Assess impact

• Assess needs

• Network & collaborate with others

• Make community decisions

• Write grants

• Gain a greater understanding of 

a topic

• Create a common foundation

• Start conversations

Remember to Use ND Compass To…



Check Us Out and Interact

Facebook (/ndcompass) 

Twitter (@NDCompass)

Pinterest (pinterest.com/ndsuCSR/)

YouTube (youtube.com/user/ndsuCSR)



• Sign up for the newsletter

• Give feedback about the 

website

• Suggest a resource

• Tell others about ND Compass

• Serve on a technical working 

group

• Volunteer as a columnist!!

• Partner for a special project

Get Involved!

Do you use Compass?  

Let us know how!

ND Compass is looking for 

case studies!



• Links to find more specific data and develop a more 

full story

• Connections between organizations/agencies 

• Provide research based strategies for community 

opportunities and challenges

• Put the pieces together! Start laying a foundation to 

tell a story and start conversations to impact change!

Wrapping It All Together…

• Raw numbers and charts, 
maps, tables

• Historical data to provide 
trends to show change over 
time



DISCOVER THE POWER OF DATA 

AND GET INSPIRED FOR ACTION!

Thank You!





ND Compass Website Overview:

topic areas and key measures
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ND Compass 

Website 

Overview:

Not 

“Just Data”

Additional 

Resources



ND Compass 

Website 

Overview:

Other Tools-

Profiles



ND Compass 

Website 

Overview:

Other Tools-

Trends



• New resource to 

encourage and support 

sustainable community 

development.

• Uses the Community 

Capitals Framework. 

– It describes a 

community in terms of 

“capitals,” a collection 

of local assets and 

resources, that can 

produce other benefits 

through investment. 

The Community Building Toolkit 


